Dental therapy in the United Kingdom: part 1. Developments in therapists' training and role.
The number of students entering training for dental therapy has been increasing rapidly over the last few years. In practice, the scope of their work has increased, both in terms of permitted duties and their range of clinical settings. The possibilities for dental practitioners to work with therapists is therefore increasing, so it is important for them to be clear about therapists' potential capacity to provide added value to the dental team. This paper, which is the first of four covering aspects of dental therapy in the UK, traces the history of dental therapy together with the development of therapists' training opportunities and emerging competencies, up to the present. The subsequent three papers will describe aspects of a survey of dental therapists undertaken in late 2006.